
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3rd November 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Can I thank you all for your continued support during these challenging times, and it was reassuring that we 

were able to keep any disruption to a minimum during the first half term.  Your understanding and co-

operation when pupils were asked to self-isolate was greatly appreciated as I know that this places great 

challenges upon families. 

I am writing to inform you following the announcement that local authority leaders and directors of public 

health have made the decision to place Staffordshire into Tier 2.  This was then superseded by the national 

government who are placing national lockdown restrictions in place from Thursday 5th November. 

Ensuring everyone’s health, safety and wellbeing, whilst maintaining a consistent education for our students, 

with minimal disruption has been, and continues to be, our absolute priority for this academic year.  As 

educational settings are exempt from the new national restrictions we are closely following all government 

and local government guidance, and as a result of our robust contingency planning we already have the 

necessary preparations in place to appropriately respond to a range of scenarios relating to local restrictions.  

We will remain agile and respond to any national directives as they are announced in relation to school 

settings.  I re-iterate that I will place the health, safety and wellbeing of all pupils and staff at the centre of 

any decision making. 

Moving into ‘Tier 2’ will see very little change to how we already safely operate the school. The main change 

would be to ensure that face coverings should be worn by all students and staff when moving around the 

premises, including in corridors and communal areas, where social distancing cannot be easily maintained, in 

line with government guidance.  This, along with our one-way flow system, ventilated classrooms, staggered 

breaks/lunches, increased hygiene protocols and designated social areas is something that the school already 

has in operation to help limit the spread of the virus.  Should any further actions be required following the 

move to a national measure of restrictions then we will react accordingly and keep you informed. 

As we await any further guidance from the government in respect of the national restrictions, it is apparent 

that following any lifting of national restrictions we will revert to the local tiered restrictions.  This may 

involve a requirement to reduce the overall numbers of students on site, resulting in two weeks of remote 

learning and two weeks of onsite learning as part of a rota system.  This may also become appropriate if staff 

have child care issues, must isolate or shield as per government and medical guidelines and there are then 

insufficient staff to open fully to all year groups.  However, as soon as I am made aware of any changes or 

updates then I will contact you immediately.  Until such time we will remain fully open.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Please continue to support us by… 

• Ensuring your child attends school with a suitable face covering (unless medically exempt) 

• Ensuring that they wear a face covering on school transport 

• Continuing to promote positive hygiene and sanitising hands frequently 

• Not visiting the site unless by prior arrangement 

• Encouraging your child to leave promptly at the end of the day and not to congregate at 

the school gate or in the village 

• Informing us promptly if your child is absent and identifying the reason for the absence 

• Engaging with the test and trace programme should your child or members of your 

household develop Covid symptoms 

• Ensuring that the rules around self-isolation are adhered to if your child is asked to. 

• Informing the school if you have recently returned from an overseas destination and 

adhering to any restrictions imposed by the Foreign Office. 

 

We have done all we can to ensure that your child had the best possible start to the new academic 

year, following an extraordinary few months, and again you have my gratitude for your support in 

helping us to do this.  The health, safety and well-being of our students, staff and wider school 

community will continue to be our priority, but we will also do everything we can to minimise any 

disruption to your child’s education.  Please be reassured that recent site visits and audits from our 

Trustees, Academy Councillors and the regional public health officer have fully endorsed our risk 

assessments and measures that we have put in place.   

 If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Nixon 

Principal 

 

 

 


